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Practical Guides – Why and what for?

Procurers may find difficulties when trying to 
purchase goods and services with low 
environmental impacts

Practical guides are conceived to provide quick 
and easy guidance on the use of the EU Ecolabel 
in public procurement procedures, as required 
under EU Ecolabel Regulation

EU Ecolabel can be either directly requested as 
the most ambitious level of environmental 
performance possible, or used as inspiration when 
defining procurement criteria



For which EU Ecolabel product groups are 
practical guides available?

Absorbent 
hygiene products

Hard covering products

Tissue paper and 
tissue products

Graphic 
paper

* Currently in English, soon available in all EU languages



Which other product groups are foreseen?

Tourist Accommodation Services

Paints & varnishes

Cleaning services

Printed paper, stationery paper 
and paper carrier bag products

CosmeticsReusable 
menstrual cups

Detergents and 
cleaning products



What information can we find in the guides?

General information 

Scope of the product group

Environmental hotspots

Comparison with other schemes

Recommended EU GPP criteria:

* Examples from Practical guides for Absorbent hygiene products

Technical 
specification

Recommended 
verification



Where to find the practical guides?

Practical guides and additional 
information on the use of EU Ecolabel 
in GPP can be found online.

Consult the EU Ecolabel Product 
Catalogue for certified products (goods 
and services) - also by country of 
availability!

https://green-forum.ec.europa.eu/green-business/green-public-procurement/gpp-criteria-and-requirements_en#process-for-setting-gpp-criteria
https://environmental-data.ec.europa.eu/ecolabel/index.html
https://environmental-data.ec.europa.eu/ecolabel/index.html


For further information, or to give us feedback on 
practical guides please browse:

https://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/product-bureau

https://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/product-bureau
https://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/product-bureau
https://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/product-bureau
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